PJGS Air Raid Shelter & Anglo-Saxon Cemetery

KC Sept 2025

1- The newly finished building, early 1940, before the air raid shelter was built.

2- The Shelter, earthed over, in front of the school. From a Woodlands postcard c 1950.
As we always knew it.

! 3- Two walled entrances alongside the drive. Photo 1955.



4- The shelter was removed in about 1984. This photo from 1988.

5- Photo in 2005. No air raid shelter.
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6- In 2008 an Anglo-Saxon cemetery was discovered opposite the main entrance.

“35 Bodies found outside the Head’s office!”




7- Anglo-Saxon ¢

emetery being excavated in 2008.
Photo credit Terry McGarrigle.

co.uk

_2__ Thurscay, January 31st, 2008

Builders dig up 35 skeletons

From Page 1

to be the only one of its kind in
Scuth Yorkshire and is attracting
interests from archaeologists across
the region.

The bones were unearthed during
the construction of North Ridge
Community School, a new special
school. The grounds are now closed
to the public and under 24 hour sur-
veillance to allow investigative work
to continue.

Experts have already dated the bur-
ial ground to between the 5th and
9th century AD. The area was at the
time under the rule of the Saxons -
as part of the ancient kingdom on
Nerthumbria - and the Danelaw of
the Vikings.

Project manager of Tke
Archaeological  Research  and
Consultancy at the University of
Sheffield, Richard O’Neill, who is
investigating the site along with
South Yorkshire Archaeological
Service, explained: “It is not every
day that we find something as inter-

esting as this: Builders often ask us

‘have you found any old bones?’ This-

time we can say ‘yes!” We are delight-
ed to have unearthed such an excit-
ing archaeological discovery and are
pieased to be working with all par-
ties fo prepare the way for this new
school.”

Andrew Lines, archaeologist with
the SYAS, said: "The rarity would
depend on the age. One of the preb-
lems we have got is we don't exactly
know for sure how old the bodies are
and when they were buried. There's
no signs of any coffins at the
moment but what we have got are
stones around the head and this is
something which has connections
with West Lincolashire."

"Looking at the village most of its
orientation is cn that alignment, for
example the church in Adwick also
runs south-west, north- east which is
unusual. If this is the right period
then it is the only one of its kind in
South Yorkshire."”

"There have besn quite a number

of burials feund in the area, Adwick
is quite a hotspot but there is a big
black hole ir South Yorkshire during
this period so it has been a matter of
time. There is Roman Ridge Road so
there has been a settlement. for the
past couple of thousand years, and if
this turns out to be the correct peri-
od it poses the big question of were
they from the area or did they move
frora somewhere else?"

"So ali this is going to be a very
exciting find and is going to con-
tribute an awful lot on the history of
the area.”

“Thirty-five burials is not up to the
biggest old burials but it is fairly
rare in local terms."

In the 5th Century Doncaster was
located near a Roman fort which fol-
lowed the River Don and was a piv-
otal point in the country when it pro-
vided a route from York to Lincoln.

Seven years ago, during work to lay
a sewer, the grave of a Viking
woman was found in Adwick le
Street.

8- Doncaster Free Press 31 Jan 2008

The . discovery of the woman’s
remains and artefacts buried aleng-
side her, including a bowl, knife, key
and two brooches, was descibed by
Peter  Robinson, Keeper of
Archaeology at Doncaster Museum,
as an "absolutely stunning” find.

Previous Viking finds in the area,
for example paris of axes, were evi-
dence of mauraders passing
through, whereas the discover of the
woman in Adwick was faken as
preof that the Vikings had settled in
this area.

Peter told Museum24 in 2003: "The
important thing for Doncaster is
that there is very little previous evi-
dence that places the Vikings here.”

The treasure found alongside the
woman is now on display at
Doncaster Museum.

Educational packs are currently
being prepared on the latest find for
use in local schools.

The digs on the site are not expect-
ed to slow down building work on
the new school.



